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Always a bit ahead of his time, Tim 
Fuller published a funny-animal an- 
thology, Hardboiled Animal Stories, way 
back in 1982—four years before Crit- 
ters. Fuller, whose Blue Beagle also ap- 
peared in the legendary all-funny- 
animal second issue of Charlton Bulls- 
eye (alongside Mark Armstrong’s Jack 
Bunny and Arn Saba’s Neil the Horse), 
joined the Critters gang in #15. After 
another short Beagle story in #18, Fuller 
launched his ambitious “Watchdogs” 
serial, a media/politics satire that has 
run for seven chapters (one apiece in 
#22, 28, 31, 34, 38—and two in this 
one). 
Fuller is a meticulous craftsman with 
a day job, so it'll be a while before the 
next “Blue Beagle’’—but watch for a 
short-short in Critters #50 this Christ- 
mas. 
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No good news this time, friends: 
Critters’ new sales figures are in, 
they continue to be feeble, and so 
it looks like Critters #50 will be the 
last regular issue—at least for the 
time being. I'd break the news to you 
more gently if I could think of a way 
to do so, but I can’t. 

Still, we plan to celebrate the 
magazine's 50-issue run (certainly 
a strong one by any standard) with 
a triple-size, super-duper, blow-out- 
all-the-stops finale edition that will 
make our previous Christmas ex- 
travaganzas look like Garfield greet- 
ing cards. Among the creators who 
have signed up for this issue are: 
Tim Fuller, Peter Gullerud, J.P. 
Morgan, Mike Kazaleh, Ken Mack- 
lin, Steve Purcell, Stan Sakai, Steph- 
en DeStefano, Ty Templeton, An- 
thony Van Bruggen, William Van 
Horn—and a few Critters virgins 
whose names may be familiar to 
some of you: Sergio Aragones, 
Gotlib, Doug (Eye of Mongombo) 
Gray, Arn Saba, and Scott Shaw! 
And this is just a tentative list, mind 
you—so expect a few surprises when 
the mag finally does pop up in stores 
sometime in mid-December. 

Before you start mourning for 
Critters, bear in mind that that final 
issue is still a full half a year away 

. .and before we get to #50, we've 
got another half-dozen issues to go: 
a William Van Horn ‘‘Ambrose”’ 
issue; another Tom Stazer ‘‘Lion- 
heart’’ tale; and the very, very long- 
awaited conclusion to ‘‘Birthright,’’ 
by Steven A. Gallacci and Monika 
Livingston, which will eat up #47-49 
all by its lonesome. 

And let’s remember that when 
Critters shuffles off this mortal coil, 
it will leave a couple of bouncy 
children: the indomitable Usagi Yo- 
jimbo is celebrating its 20th issue 
around Christmas, and the new Fis- 
sion Chicken comic is gallantly 
battling murderous market condi- 
tions in an attempt to stay afloat. 
(Buy a copy or three and give to 
your friends!) There will also be 
some good news for Captain Jack 
fans by the end of the year—and Tim 
Fuller has a lot of great ideas for 
the Blue Beagle that will have to be 
told somewhere, Critters or no 
Critters. 

So, although Critters will not be 
with us much longer, many of the 
fine series and creators the book in- 
troduced or brought to a wider read- 
ership will continue apace. What 
more could you ask for? 

—KIM THOMPSON 


COMING 
NEXT ISSUE 


© 1989 William Van Horn 


Critters #45. The celebrated artist of 
Duck Tales, Angst, and Nervous Rex 
returns with a book-length portfolio of 
strips starring his vaudevillian frog Am- 
brose—plus a watercolor cover! 


ALSO ON 
SALE NEXT 
MONTH 


© 1989 Donna Barr 


Stinz #3. Steinheld has to defeat a diffi- 
cult obstacle course that was never in- 
tended for halfhorses. More laughs and 
adventure from Donna Barr! ON SALE IN 
EARLY SEPTEMBER. 
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“Tf you don't want to take Joe Sacco’s word for it then take 
mine—he really is a cartoon genius!’ -CHESTER BROWN 
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Autobiographical, fantastical, sordid, 
deranged—Joe Sacco’s Yahoo has ranged 
far afield in its first two issues. Number 
one includes a grotesque Brueghelesque 
fantasy. a biographical character 
assassination, a couple pieces of social 
satire. and an autobiographical lament. 
Number two is a book-length chronicle of 
Joe’s European tour with an American 
rock band, psychedelically embellished 
(but entirely truthful nevertheless). 


Also available—past issues of Sacco’s 
Centrifugal Bumble-Puppy. the humor 
magazine that was so far ahead of its 
time it died a dog’s death within eight 
issues! 


Send me the following issues of Joe Sacco madness: 

0) Yahoo #1 ($2.25). ©) Yahoo #2 (rock tour issue) ($2.50). 
OThe special Centrifugal Bumble-Puppy pack—each issue 
guaranteed to contain one whiny Joe Sacco editorial—plus 
work from Lafler, Williams, Dog, Dougan, Siergey, Szostek, 
Kryttre, Bartlett, Lay, Clark, Staake, Worden, more (just $14.00). 


O)Honk! #4—CBP's precursor; includes an interview with David address 
Boswell and an article by Alan Moore ($3.00). 


(Honk! #5—Includes a Bill Griffith interview ($3.00). 


Allow six to eight weeks for delivery. Foreign orders add 10% city state zip 
for additional postage. 


Send orders to FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115 
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